


Hextable Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of Hextable Parish Council held on 12th January 2026, commencing at 7.30pm at The Parish Office, College Road, Hextable.


PRESENT
In the Chair		Councillor C Hudson

Councillors	E Kattenhorn, C Proudlove, N Hill, K Varnham & S Meaker

In Attendance		11 Members of the public signed in 
			Kent County Councillor Dean Truder
	Parish Clerk

Tribute to Cllr Darren Kitchener
On Wednesday 12th November 2025 Hextable lost its best friend – our Chairman – Councillor Darren Kitchener. 
Darren was a truly remarkable man – He was wise, he was measured in his judgements, he always acted with integrity and he was totally dedicated to serving our community here and ensuring that it thrived.
He was well respected throughout the district for his hard work, his leadership, his good sense and fairness, his approach to partnership working and his kindness to all.
Will you please stand with us now as we observe a minutes silence in remembrance of him and the example he has left us to carry forward into the future.  May he rest in peace.
We do have a Book of Remembrance here this evening on the front desk if anyone wishes to add a message.  This book will be passed on to his family.

Darren’s funeral will be on Friday this week, 16th January at 12.30pm a Bluebell Crematorium, Watercroft’s Wood, Old London Road, Halstead, TN14 7AE
Family Flowers only.  Donations to Royal Brompton and Harefield Hospitals Charity.

Members to elect a Chairman until May Council Meeting
Resolved		that Cllr Hudson be elected to act as Chairman until May Council meeting.
26/1172		Cllr Hill nominated. Cllr Varnham seconded.
		Unanimous 

Members to elect a Deputy Chairman until May Council meeting
Resolved		that Cllr Kattenhorn be elected to act as Deputy Chairman for the  
26/1173		ensuing year. 
			Cllr Hill nominated. Cllr Proudlove seconded.
			Unanimous
		
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
[bookmark: _Hlk509395749]Cllr S Wright
	
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None
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[bookmark: _Hlk485723084]MINUTES
Resolved 	that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 22 September 2025 be 
26/1174	received, agreed and signed 
	Proposed by Cllr Varnham. Seconded by Cllr Meaker.
Unanimous

Resolved 	that the Minutes of the Personnel Committee Meeting held on 24 September 2025  
26/1175	be received, agreed and signed 
	Proposed by Cllr Kattenhorn. Seconded by Cllr Hill.
Unanimous
 
Resolved 	that the Minutes of the Facilities Committee Meeting held on 29 September 2025  
26/1176	be received, agreed and signed 
	Proposed by Cllr Hudson. Seconded by Cllr Varnham.
Unanimous

Resolved 	that the Minutes of the Open Spaces Committee Meeting held on 13 October 2025  
26/1177	be received, agreed and signed 
	Proposed by Cllr Proudlove. Seconded by Cllr Meaker.
Unanimous

KENT POLICE UPDATE FROM PC STEVEN SHIPLEY – none given as not in attendance

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR
As it is a while since we last met, I thought I would just briefly review a few of the late autumn events.  Our Newsletter was published in October. Our Fireworks Night on 7th November was probably the highest attendance we have had in recent years and the Charity collection that evening raised £1820 to be distributed to local groups.  Can I please encourage local groups to make applications for us to consider – forms and guidance can be obtained from our Clerk.
Our Remembrance Day Service at Five Wents on 9th November ended up being an Open-Air Service, after something triggered the Fire Alarm in the Hall and we were unable to silence it!  It was fortunately a sunny day and the children seemed to enjoy the unexpected relocation.
Our Seniors enjoyed a Film Afternoon in the Village Hall on 20th November and a Christmas Lunch at Next Door Hextable on 3rd December.  I can advise that our next Film Afternoon will be on 19th February at 2pm – doors open as usual at 1.30.  I can advise that we are ordering some new chairs for the Village Hall, so hopefully we will all be sitting comfortably on them soon!
We have ordered a range of new Play Equipment for the Village Green which will broaden the age range able to enjoy it and there will be some provision for disabled play. Installation will be in the Spring, weather permitting.

Update from Kent County Councillor – Dean Truder
Speed Issues in Hextable
I contacted KCC Highways who stated we were not permitted any repeater speed limit signs nor roundels where streetlighting exists. I have the KCC toolkit and currently searching for suitable locations. Awaiting further response from Highways in this matter.
Rogue brick pillars on Rowhill Road, notified of illegal brick pillars that were going to facilitate electric gates at both ends of the road thus obstructing a public right of way.  KCC PROW officer has issued stop notices to the developer and advised the contravention and instructed they be removed forthwith.
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Howard Venue, meeting with KCC Estates officers Friday 9th last to negotiate a new long-term FRI lease.  No agreement with further negotiations to follow.
Update from Sevenoaks District Councillors – Cllr Hudson
Local Plan:  Following the Pop up Sessions for this which were held at White Oak Leisure Centre on 5th November, , we decided to hold our own Session on Friday 21st November in our Village Hall from 4-7pm to give as many residents as possible a chance to attend, view plans and documents and make their views known.  The Session was well attended and lots of local residents completed written forms which were handed in to Sevenoaks, and many others subsequently made their comments online.  These are now all being carefully considered and we await feedback and further information.
I attended further Planning Training on 7th January and learned that more changes to the National Planning Policy Framework are due this Spring.   It is not easy keeping track of all this new legislation, but I am doing my best!
You may have seen in the Winter edition of our In Shape magazine that new Waste Collection services are coming to force this year. Separate FOOD waste collection is being introduced from Monday 27th April.  Homes will be provided with a small waste container or “caddy” to keep in the kitchen, and a larger container to keep outdoors – these will be collected weekly.
During the summer and autumn we will provide households with 2 WHEELIE BINS – one for General Waste and one for Recycling – including Glass.  These will be collected alternately – GENERAL WASTE one week and RECYCLING the next.  For more information do look at your In Shape magazine, or come and speak to me.
    
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Simon Davies, Stuart Close asked Cllr Hudson if there was a cost involved for the new wheelie bins. Cllr Hudson advised not as far as she knew.

MEMBER QUESTION TIME
None

Members to note dates for Full Council meetings in 2026 – noted

Members to discuss and agree budget for financial year 2026/27 as recommended by the Audit & Finance Committee
It is noted that:
I.  the 2026-27 annual budget represents a balanced budget, whilst maintaining our commitment
It be resolved that:
II. The council approves the balanced budget as set out in 2026-27 Draft Budget (Revision 2)  
Proposed by Cllr Hudson. Seconded by Cllr Varnham.
Unanimous

Members to agree overspend on Facilities New Project budget for works to the waterpipes in Pavilion at Hextable Park.
Resolved 	that additional £330 is made available to get this work done 
26/1178	Proposed by Cllr Hudson. Seconded by Cllr Hill.
Unanimous

Members to approve the Biodiversity Action Plan recommended by the Open Spaces Committee
Resolved 	that the Biodiversity Action Plan be accepted as written 
26/1179	Proposed by Cllr Proudlove. Seconded by Cllr Meaker
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REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES
(a) Audit & Finance – meeting last week to discuss budget and grants 
(b) Open Spaces – grant has been received for trees and hedges, these were ordered on 12/1/26. Primary school, volunteer gardening group and any residents who would like to help will be invited via notices on the noticeboards and Facebook once the trees and hedges are delivered
(c) Facilities – Next meeting on 21st January- plans are being made for some works to the pavilion at Hextable Park and new chairs for the Village Hall.
(d) Personnel - Next meeting will be in April – date to be confirmed
      
Correspondence - noted
· Emails received from various people sending condolences to the council and family of Cllr Darren Kitchener, who was the chairman of the Parish Council for many years, who sadly passed away in November
· The Annual Return for 2024/25 has been received from the external auditors. They have requested that the Parish Council write a financial risk policy – members noted that the Parish Council does have a policy for this but it had been missed off the website – the Clerk will put it on the website asap

Planning Applications
[bookmark: _Hlk500411405][bookmark: _Hlk52534950]25/03384/HOUSE. 214 Claremont Road. Proposed new single storey rear extension and associated internal alterations									No Objection

[bookmark: _Hlk179879651]25/03202/HOUSE. Foxlea House, Puddledock Lane. Proposed ground floor rear extension, first storey side/rear extension, second floor/roof extension, rooflights, internal alterations and external boundary changes comprising new walls and gate, driveway extension, patio extension, rear fencing. 
											No Objection

25/02979/HOUSE. 28 Victoria Hill Road. Amendments to existing rear patio and boundary fences
									 No Objection with comments 

25/02600/FUL. Land North East of Malt House Farm, Lower Road. Change of use from agriculture to dog daycare centre								        Strongly Object

25/02885/HOUSE. 46 Home Hill. Loft conversion with dormer extension. Demolish rear extension and replace with single-storey rear extension						No Objection

25/02172/OUT. Land North of Maidstone Road, Swanley. Outline planning application for all matters reserved except access for up to 277 dwellings and up to 1050sqm (GIA) Class E floor space alongside parking, landscaping and associated works.					         Strongly Object
							        
      To note:
25/02156/FUL. Land known as Merryfields, Lower Road. Change of use of land for the siting of three additional mobiles, laying of hardstanding and soft landscaping. New gates.                        Granted                                                                                  												
25/02885/HOUSE. 46 Home Hill. Loft conversion with dormer extension. Demolish rear extension and replace with single-storey rear extension						       Granted

Progress and Information – All Noted
1 The Annual Free Firework event took place in Hextable Park on Friday 7th November, the event was well attended by around 3000 people and the charity bucket collection total was £1820
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2 The Clerk has finally managed to sort out the water bill for the Heritage Centre, this will now be an business assessed bill as the water meter covers properties that are private residencies and nothing to do with the Parish Council. The bills have been revised back to April when they started to charge us from the meter, we have consequently received a refund of £463.90 and the bills are now coming in correct.

Schedule of Accounts for payment –
 It be noted that:
a. The schedule of accounts paid is £84,453.92 
b. The available balance at the Santander Bank as at 12th January 2026 is £103,356.60
c. The balance at the Nat West as at 1st January 2026 is £140,741.80


The meeting closed at 8.18pm
Chairman                                              




942






